
The Firewood Cutter

What kind of  a character is to be the firewood cutter today and what are 
the matters that could introduce him into the context of  conemporary art? 
The firewood cutter is the person of  childbirth and cognition. A person of  
breakdown and creation. Of  synthesis and test. He is above all the one 
that rises upfront and states his power of  chopping the wood. He does not 
find it to be timid towards nature when holding the axe which becomes 
the tool of  cognition. One can seize the tension of  his muscles when his 
arms are raised up. The firmness of  his mind and his intention. One can 
infer the quantum of  power and energy considering the swollen veins, 

the strained temples, or the sweat leaking on his forehead. The firewood 
cutter is also a person of  sublimation. He converts a product of  nature 
- the wood - into  a matter of  survival. Or into a matter of  settings and 
ornamentals. At a certain point he is the rebel who sublimates the beast 
in himself  in order to create the civilization. Or according to Carl Gustav 
Jung, sublimation holds a decisive role in the process of  formation and 
development of  the civilization. The higher the frustrations of  the con-
temporary man grow - the more and more important is the need to heal 
the stocked psychical energy by investing into concrete material. 
We can undertake the process of  firewood cut as a total amount of  early 
labor of  the human kind with the purpose of  modeling the surrounding 

environment, the space around and the objects completing it. No doubt 
that the initial purpose of  modeling objects was one of  purely practical 
matter. Though at a certain point there came a sort of  a scission, a step 
from the practical matter to an ideatic or artistic one. In this sense we 
may perceive the firewood cutter as a link between the practical man and 
the creative man. Speaking through terms of  Nietzsche, the firewood cut-
ter is the person of  surpassing. 
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Semiotics of the firewood cut

In an era when cultural and social programs and activities are mostly 
concerned over issues and problems regarding urbanization processes, 
the unofficially stated movement called “rural revolution” grows through-
out the world. 
The Canadian magazine “The Landowner”, with its front cover statement 
“rural people, rural politics, rural business” exemplifies the general rural 
tendency of  separation and independence from urban lifestyle and state 
policies. The growing awareness over the need to seek for ways to pre-
serve ones’ identity, traditions, security and the fundamental principles 
of  natural justice has forced villagers worldwide to protest against rascal 
legislations on privatization, forest management, indigenous rights and 
wildlife habitat.

Acting as a key aspect of  rural life, the firewood cutting practice finds 
itself  nowadays at the crossroads of  historical imagery of  man’s 
careness for family welfare, and a possible symbol of  rural resistance 
against urbanization, escaped savagery, or poverty. It wouldn’t be wrong 
to presume that the firewood cutter is not far to become (unless it didn’t 
unofficially become already) a character to follow the state of  the factory 
worker, or the miner, in this sense completing the list of  characters that 
changed the public perception towards them as from a person engaged in 
a profession involving physical activity, to one of  social and/or political 
activism. Sharp controversies upon turning forestry and wood produc-
tion into a private business and therefore reducing public access to free 

collecting of  savage wood drives debates, while general demand for 
firewood continues to increase.  

The project aims to locate the firewood cutting practice at a point that 
links issues concerning the energy resources management and aspects 
regarding household and family routine.    
Miskolc is known as a post-industrial town. Apart from the blocks of  flats 
buildings on the sides of  the main streets, it is a town mostly formed by 
districts of  houses which, in fact, are carrying a rural-type identity, from 
more or less fancy ones to those inhabited by middle- and the low-class 
families. Firewood burning is an alternative method of  warming. But with 
the forest management and wood stocking becoming more and more a 
private business, this forces the question: for how long? 
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Federal soldier chopping firewood during the Civil War
Detail, 1863 Life Pictures

An 1930 Finnish Postage stamp depicting a log cutter 
Woodchopper by Akseli Gallen-Kallela
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THE CLASSIC CORD

4 feet wide

4 feet tall

8 feet long

6 feet tall 
person

Firewood is typically sold using the stan-
dard measure referred to as a cord. It is 
also sold in fractions of a cord.
A cord is a massive energy storehouse 
weighting between 1.5 and 2.5 tons, de-
pending on wood species and whether 
the wood is green or seasoned. One 
cords energy content is somewhere be-
tween 20 and 30 million Btu. 
An average house can require four to five 
cords a winter.


