Petition for Support of the Visual Culture Research Center at NaUKMA
Dear all,

On February 10th, 2012, the President of the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy Serhiy Kvit
banned the exhibition of the Visual Culture Research Center “Ukrainian Body” that explored the issues
of corporality in contemporary Ukrainian society. Serhiy Kvit explained his decision in the following way:
“It’s not an exhibition, it’s shit”. After the act of censorship, which drew a wide response in the
Ukrainian and foreign media, the President of NaUKMA has initiated a number of bureaucratic
restrictions against the Visual Culture Research Center as the organizers of the exhibition. On February
23rd the Academic Council of the university led by Serhiy Kvit passed a resolution to bar the activities of
VCRC.

On March 12th, the President of NaUKMA Serhiy Kvit made a resolution on the prohibition of all events
and exhibitions in the Old Academic building, where the Visual Culture Research Center has been
working since 2008, referring to the building's “condition conducive to accident”. Despite its “accident
rate” the galleries of Old Academic building are shortly to be used as the library archives. Hence the
President of NaUKMA closed the VCRC's exhibition “Ukrainian Body” at first, then the Center itself, and
eventually the premises where the VCRC is conducting events, announcing their “condition conducive to
accident”.

We consider such gestures unacceptable acts of censorship against public dialogue on crucial social and
political problems. The present sanctions are blocking the Visual Culture Research Center's current and
future activities. The Center has become a milieu that provides critical thought and alternative
knowledge for NaUKMA community and beyond. One can see the scope of Center’s activity on its
webpage http://vcrc.ukma.kiev.ua/uk/archive/, it includes many international conferences and
seminars, exhibitions, presentations and talks, and other events that attracted many students and broad
public. NaUKMA has already received letters of support, asking to resume the Center's work in full
scope, among them from Slavoj ZiZek, Eric Fassin, David Elliott, Aleksander Kwasniewski,

Serhiy Yekelchyk, Tarik Cyril Amar, John-Paul Himka, Aleksandr Bikbov, Michel Onfray, Artur Zmijewski,
Vitaly Chernetsky, Oksana Timofeeva, Mikhail Mayatskiy, Sara Goodman, Alek Epstein and others.

We call for the immediate restoration of academic and artistic freedom at Kyiv-Mohyla Academy and
ask the President of NaUKMA Serhiy Kvit to resume the Center's work in full scope in its current
working space.

Please join this initiative to support the activities of the Visual Culture Research Center. Please sign the
petition responding to this letter with your name, title and affiliation or write your own letter to the
President of NaUKMA Serhiy Kvit (kwit@ukma.kiev.ua) asking to resume the Center's activity in the Old
Academic building.

Please spread this petition.
For more information about the situation, please read the following:

http://ua.euronews.net/2012/02/14/ukraine-modern-art-controversy/

http://derstandard.at/1329870496526/Ende-eines-Kulturzentrums-Kiew-Kein-Raum-fuer-den-
ukrainischen-Koerper

http://ukraineanalysis.wordpress.com/2012/02/27/sex-nationalism-and-academic-freedom-the-
controversy-at-kyiv-mohyla/

Thank you for your attention and support!



MNetuuisa Ha niaTpumky LleHTpy BisyanbHOi KynbTypu HaYKMA

LWaHoBHe TOBAapPUCTBO,

10 ntotoro 2012 poky npe3naeHT Kneso-MornnsiHcbKoi akagemii Ceprili KBiT 3akpuB BUcTaBky LieHTpy
Bi3yanbHOI KynbTypn HaYKMA «YKpaiHCbKe Tifio», NPUCBAYEHY AOCAIAMKEHHIO TiIECHOCTI B YKpaiHCbKOMY
cycninbeTi. Ceprint KBiT nosicHMB cBOT Aji Taknm unHom: «Lle He BUcTaBKa, a naitHo». Micns akTy
LEH3YpU, WO BUKINKAB HEAbUAKMIA pe30HAHC B YKPATHCbKMX Ta MiXKHAPOAHUX Meaia, Npe3ngeHT
HaYKMA iHiuitoBaB HM3Ky BIOpPOKPaTUYHNX CaHKLi NPOTU OpraHisaTopiB BUCTaBKM — LleHTpy Bi3yanbHOI
Ky/bTypu. 23 notoro BueHa paga yHiBepcuTeTy Ha Yoni 3 Cepriem KBiTom npuitHAAa pilleHHA Npo
NPUNUHEHHA gianbHocTi UBK.

12 6epesHa npesngeHT HaYKMA Ceprint KBiT, nocunatoumce Ha «aBapiiHuiA cTaH byaisni», cBoim
HaKa3oM 3ab0OpPOHMB NPOBEAEHHA 3aX0A4iB Ta BUCTAaBOK y CTapoakagemiyHomy Kopnyci, ge 3 2008 poky
npautoe LleHTp BidyanbHOI KynbTypu. MNonpu «aBapifHIiCTb», Y ranepemHmnx NpUMIlLeHHAX
CTapoaka4eMiyHOoro naaHyeTbca po3TawyBaTn 6ibaioTeyHunii apxis. OToxXK, cnovaTKy npe3naeHT HaYKMA
3aKpuUB BUCTaBKY LLeHTpy Bi3dyasbHOI KynbTypu «YKpaiHCbKe Tino», NoTim — cam LleHTp, i BpewTi — winunm
Kopnyc, ae LUBK npoBoanTb 3axoamM, OroN0CMBLUM MOT0 «aBapimHUMD».

MoAibHi Aii, AKi MM PO3LIHIOEMO AK HEMPUNYCTUMUIA aKT LLEH3YPU, LiNeCNPAMOBaHO BUTICHAIOTb 3
ny6AiYHOT ANCKYCIT KPUTUYHUIN PO3TAA4, LiN0ro CNeKTpy BaXKANBOI coLianbHOT Ta NONITUYHOI
npobsematnku. CboroAHilHi caHKLiT agmiHicTpauii Akagemii 3a610KyBaAn TenepiwwHi Ta MaibyTHI
3axoau LleHTpy Bi3yanbHOI KynbTypu. LLeHTp cTaB ocepekoOM KPUTUUHOTO MUC/IEHHA Ta
aNbTePHATMBHOrO 3HaHHA A4 cnifbHOTKM HaYKMA Ta 3a ii mexkamu. Mpo obcAar Ta xapaKkTep Aia/IbHOCTI
LleHTpy MO3KHa AoBigaTUCh Ha BebcanTi: http://vcrc.ukma.kiev.ua/uk/archive/, naetbca npo yncneHHi
MiKHapPOAHI KOHbepeHLii Ta cemiHapu, BUCTaBKK, Npe3eHTalil, 06roBopeHHs Ta iHWi noAii, wo
npuBepTanu yBary sk baratbox CTyAeHTiB, TaK i WWMPOKOT rpomaacbKkocTi. o HaYKMA Haginwam anctm
NigTPUMKM i3 3aK/IMKaMU A0 BigHOBAEHHA poboTu LleHTpy B noBHOMY 06cs3i, cepef aBTOPIB AKUX:
Cnasoit ukek, Epik ®acceH, [eBig Enniott, Anekcanaep KsacHeBcbKkMi, Ceprit EKkenbumnk, Tapik Cipen
Amap, [xxoH-MNMon Xumka, Anekcanap bikbos, Miwenb OHdpe, ApTyp HmieBcbKuit, Bitanin YepHeubKnit,
OkcaHa Timodeesa, Mixain Masaupbkuii, Capa l'yamaH, Anek EnwTeiH Ta iHwi.

Mu 3aKAMKAEMO A0 HEranHoOro BigHOBNAEHHA HAaYKOBOI Ta MUCTeLbKOT cBo6oau B Kneso-
MorunaHcbKili akagemii Ta npocumo npesnaeHta HaYKMA noHoButH po6oTy LleHTpy B noBHOMY
06cA3i y horo 3BUHHOMY NPUMILLEHHI.

MpueaHynTeCh 40 iHILiaTMBM 3 NIATPUMKM AianbHOCTI LleHTpy BidyanbHOI KyabTypu. Mpocnumo
nignnucyBaTUCh Nig, Li€to NeTULLIEID, BiAMNOBIBLUIM HA Lel NNCT i3 3a3HAaYEeHHAM CBOrO iMeHi, 3BaHHA Ta
yCTaHoBM, abo X HanucaTu BAacHoro ancta npesngeHtosi HaYKMA Cepriesi Ksity
(kwit@ukma.kiev.ua) i3 npoxaHHAM Npo BigHOBAEHHS poboTu LleHTpy B CTapoaKagemiyHoMy KOpnyci.

MpocrMmo nowmpoBaTH L0 NETULLtO.
[na oTpMmaHHA 404aTKOBOI iHpopmauii npo cuTyauito, byab nacka, YnTaliTe HacTynHe:

http://ua.euronews.net/2012/02/14/ukraine-modern-art-controversy/

http://derstandard.at/1329870496526/Ende-eines-Kulturzentrums-Kiew-Kein-Raum-fuer-den-
ukrainischen-Koerper

http://ukraineanalysis.wordpress.com/2012/02/27/sex-nationalism-and-academic-freedom-the-
controversy-at-kyiv-mohyla/

Cnacubi 3a npuaineHy ysary Ta niaTpumky!



