
PARTIZAN lNG 
Participatory urban replanning. 

Impressions 
of the Year 
Last year was an important one for Russian society and our community 
of street artists. This is a list of the ten most interesting projects, artists 
and events of 2012. 

People's Creativity 

We were really impressed to see 
people's creativity in situations 
where typical things are not 
allowed, and legal ways of problem 
solving don't work. During last 
year's protests, we noticed 
hundreds of the coolest, smartest 
and funniest posters, stencils and 

pictures, as well as direct actions 
by ordinary people who do not see 
themselves as artists or activists. 

P183's Rise to Fame 
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After sensational articles in the 
British Guardian, media from 
around the world started to write 
about 'Russian Banksy,' making up 
facts in support of their stories. 
The sad part is that people and the 
media in Russia only started to 
notice this unique artist-who had 
been creating artworks in the city 
for the last IS years-after foreign 
media outlets created an unfair 
comparison. 
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The Pussy Riot Buzz 

Punk-feminist band Pussy Riot 
became infamous for their political 
opposition to Russia's patriarchal 
'dictatorial regime.' Their perfor

mance turned into a symbolic act 
protesting corruption and the 
merging of church and state. 

We strongly support tolerance, free 
speech and the idea of creatively 
occupying public spaces. But we 

think it is problematic to look at the 
situation in Russia as black and 
white, particularly with something 
as sensational as this performance. 
What is happening in Russia is not 
simple to begin with. But again, the 
media turned them into heroes and 
sensationalized what they did, rather 
than thoughtfully discussing what 
this group of female performers 
really advocate-queer and LGBT 
rights. 

Occupy Abai! 

Occupying the square in front of 
Abai Kunanbaev's statue on Chistie 
Prudie boulevard was a great 
example of self-organization. People 

A site about street art, cities and human interactions. 

realized that they couldn't and 
did not need to rely on leaders to 
express themselves or represent 
their opinion. And so, they began 
to take part in an international 
system of horizontal consensus 
and decision-making. 

Occupy Abai represents the 
expansion of anti -autocratic 
protest methods: assemblies, 
discussions, educational 
programs and the experience of 
being together for a long time in a 
shared public space. This inspired 
young leftist activists, who have 
now decided to share these ideas 
in their cities, districts, and fields 
of interests. 

Even more interesting, however, 
was that this manifestation of 
social and political expression 
began to highlight a movement of 
people's right to the city through 
their acts of daily living. 

New Art by Kirill Kto 

Kirill Kto is unarguably the most 
active and vocal street artist in 
Moscow. Last year, Kirill made 
banners for Occupy Abai's 
protests and posters for our 
bulletins. He also wrote hundreds 
of statements and thoughts on 
the walls and streets of Moscow. 
His non-stop interventions make 
him one of the most influential 
street artists in the country, and 
have turned him into a well
known anti-car and anti-capitalist 
activist. 

Radya"s Political Art 

We are really pleased to see the 
evolution ofEkaterinburg-based 
street artist, Tima Radya. He has 
actively responded to our ideas of 
the social tum in street art, but 
his most memorable interven-

tions and street performances 
appropriately reflect the political 
situation in Russia, such as the 
falsification of elections and the 
country's precarious stability. 

0331c 

Street artist 0331 c is quickly 
gaining popularity because of his 
interesting and multifaceted works. 
We are planning to keep an eye on 
his activities, and are working on a 
couple of articles about his past 
projects. These include perfor
mances around Moscow's Ring 
Road and an upcoming exhibition 
of porcelain sculptures. His coolest 
works from last year were simple, 
but beautiful, made using a fire 
extinguisher. 

Homer's Ad busting 

After being criticized for excessive 
cooperation with galleries at the 
expense of his street art, 

our favorite Ukranian artist
Sasha Kurmaz, aka Homer
responded with a series of amazing 
ad-takeovers. He also created a 
wonderful layer for our side project 
in Moscow, The Wall, which 
inspired a series of Partizaning 
interventions in the city. 
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DIY-playground by 
Andrei Salnikov 

Andrei Salnikov created one of the 
most interesting and interactive 
playgrounds in the city (on a street 
called Partizanskaya), for children 
in his neighborhood. The DIY
playground became famous after 
local authorities discussed demol
ishing it. At the end of the year, 
after a lot of online support, Andrei 
received a prestigious award from 
the Moscow News who recognized 
him as 'citizen of the year'. 

Partizaning•s May 
Interventions 

Our series of unsanctioned 
interventions like DIY-benches, 
cycling navigation and public 
mailboxes were all received in 
different ways, but nonetheless 
were extremely provocative and 
engaging. All of these activities 
were a part of the Delai Sam 
marathon, and were successfully 
shown during our first exhibition in 
Russia, 'Sobyanin Baby Cmon!' 

Read the full version of this article at: 
eng.partizaning.org/2012 

About Us 
Partlzanlng Is a term used to describe 
a social movement Inspired by Russia's 
revolutionary, DIY traditions. 

We are an international, interdisciplinary 
group of artists, researchers, urbanists 
and art-historians. 

Our website promotes participatory 
urban replanning, and we use street art 
as a tool for civic action in cities 
worldwide. 

E-mail us! partlzanlng.org@gmallcom 

facebook.com/PartlzanlngOrganlzed 
twitter.com/partizaning 



Rules @ Skip 
your turn 

Learn DIY-tactics, while 
competing with 2-10 players. 

[g] Roll 
Roll the dice, follow the again 
arrows and the special signs. 
Download the game and 
use a virtual dice here: 

~ 
Follow 

eng.partizaning.org/game the arrow 

@ 
You've solved most 
of the city's issues! Finish (But what about your own?) 

w 
Climate change! 

Everything is 
submerged 

Balloon map the 
whole city! 

@ 
: Municipal authorities : You caught a cold on : Government proposes 

are upset with your No Pants Day. a Law against 
• unsanctioned repairs • Take it easy public gatherings 

------------------------------------~-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------········· 

@ 
You are arrested for You waste time 

hosting unsanctioned • Looking for fresh and 
parties in public space • affordable food 

Free education! 
Occupy the 

Local university 

Draw a community 
map with people 

in the neighborhood 
Install a 

public mailbox 

@ 
You hurt yourself 
trying to parkour 

@ 
• You forgot to involve • People are upset 

Take time to rethink elderly people in that you don't act 
your strategy your projects • on their suggestions . . 

......... ·········----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~--~------------------------------------------------------------------~· 
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Write a manifesto 
explaining the right 

to the city 

Your flashmob Blocked! 
pillowfight • Set up a free cafe for • Highway construction • 

• is shutdown by police • Restaurant Day! : disrupts your commute : 
Camp out to save 
the Local forest! 

Build a swing at 
the bus-stop 

@ 
Your Landlord 
is renovating 

and raises the rent 

@ ' ,. 
,_ -- . . ' .... :.. _2~"- ; :.._ 

You're part of a • Write the constitution 
• controversial political • on walls so people 
• performance. Lay Low • know their rights 

~-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------········· 
Q: Do you grow 

a your own herbs? 

& @ ~ li" ~ & [g] 
If not: 

@ 
Discuss DIY-ism You print and share Pause. : Too much volunteering. : Set up a guerrilla Hack an ad! 
with anarchists pamphlets Use social media Too many CCTV You have no money Mark safe cycling garden for your Take back 

: and environmentalists about self-organizing • to promote your ideas cameras around to pay rent routes in the city community public space 

·········----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~----------------------------------------~· 

Your cycle skids on 
tramrails and you 

hurt your knee 

Paint crosswalks 
• and wayfinding signs • 

in your neighborhood 

@ 
You're busy 

squatting to save 
a historic building 

Exhausted. There's 
nowhere to sit! 

• Start a Local campaign • You found a copy of 
to ban plastic bags • the activist's cookbook • 

in supermarkets -start brainstorming! • 
Chair bomb 

the pavements! 

.r-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------········· 
It's your first 

day in a new city! 

Start 
• 

.... ---- --
-

Try to figure out 
• the public transport 

system map 

A neighbor 
suggests you try a 

local organic bakery 

@ 
Your bus is stuck 
in a traffic jam 

Buy bread and 
create a pigeon trap! 

Invent 
a sport to play 

with other locals 

Borrow a 
bicycle and start 

to explore the city 

Micro Activism 
An urban tactics game 

to save the city! 
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